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PRICE ONE PENNY. 





¥OR ‘THE PHILANTHROPIST, 


Extra& from Rosinson’s Ponriticat Catecnism. * 


Father. How many forms of government are there in the 
world ? 

Son. Political writers fay, only three. 

F. What is a democracy one of the three? ©. oy 

S. Ademocracy is that form of government, which lodges 
fovereign power in .an agregate aflembly, cunfifting of all the 
members of a community. 

F. What is an arittocracy ? 

S. An ariftocracy lodges fovereign power in a council; com- 
pofed of fele& members. 

F. ‘And what isa monarchy ? 

§. Ina monarchy fovereign power is lodged in a fingle pers 
fon. . 

* Difcourfe between a Father and Son, 


F, What 
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F, What requifites ought to be found in a well conflituted 
form_of government ? 

S. Political writers fay three—wi/dom, to difeern the reid 
intercft of the community—goodne/s, to endeavour always to 
purfue that ‘real intereft—and power, to carry this knowledge. 
and intention into action. 

F. And are thefe three requifites found in your conftitution, 
which is mixt or made up of the three forms? 

5. They are not only found there, but they are found there 
in union, which union: is the excellence of ous conftitution, and 
gives it itsfingular beauty and fuperiority over the three. 

F. What are the properties of the three forms of government 
you mentioned ? 

S. They fay a democracy excels in virtue-—an ariftocracy im 
wifdom—and a monarchy in power. 

- F. What are the imperfedtions of the three ? 

§. Monarchs are-more remarkable for extending and abufi ing 
power than for either wifdom or virtue. It is not the imper- 
fetion of the man ; but of the condition he is in. 

F. You may depend upon monarchy, then, for power 2 

S. Yes, but not for the ufe of it. 

F. What is the imperfection of ariftocracy ? 

§. You may depend upon a felect council for wifdom’; but 
not for virtue and power. 

F. And what is the imperfe¢tion of a democracy ? 

5. You may depend on a democracy for political wsrtue, for — 

. * they keep’ jealous eye on the rights and liberties of mankind 
~ at large ; but for wifdom to invent means, and for power to 
carry their good defigns into execution, they muft not be de- 
pended on. It is not the fault of individuals, it is the imper- 

~'fetion of the condition they are in. 

F, So,-by uniting the three you correé the imperfections of 


each, and produce a perfec -” of government, a perfect con- 
* fitution ? 


§. Pardon me, Sir, I do not fay fo. 
£. Why, what can difconcert your conftiwution? 
S. Perhaps 
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S. Perhaps itis not fo perfect in its kind as it might be; 
‘but, if it were, it is human, and therefore liable to wear away, 
if you will pardon the expreffion. I can conceive. a thoufand 
events, that might damnify this mo excellent frame of go- 
vernment. 

¥, Name‘one. 

S. Suppofe the fplendour and power of the monarch fhould - 
blind the wifdom, and bribe away the virtue of the other two 
branches of the legiflature ? 

F. The two would then become fubfervient to one, and in 
efe& your conftitution would be deftroyed. 

S. The effec&t would be deftroyed I allow; but the name. 
might remain. 

F. So much the worfe, the damage would not be fo a 
. perceived. Suppofe fuch an event to happen, what ought you 
to do? 

§. 1 fhould think it my duty, as a good citizen, to try to 
aroufe the attention of my fellow citizens to the danger, and in 
my little {phere I would endeavour to abate the malignant in- 
fluence. 

F, It would feem then you only value the form of vour go- 
vernment for the fake of government itfelf ? 

S. It ought to be fo. 

F.. Recapitulate the fabject. 

§. Britith oivid conftitution is a phrafe, ftridtly fpeaking, eX-, 
preffive firft of a natural conftitution of rights native and inhe- 
rent in all the inhabitants of this kingdom, and in all man- 
kind—next of a body of laws, peeuliar-to this kingdom, de- 
elaratory of thefe natural rights—and laftly, of a form of mak- 
ing and executing thefe laws by king, lords, and gommons, the 
fafety and excellence of which cgnfifts in each conitituent part 
retaining its own nature, and place. 

F. Have you not obferved two or three yulgar errors in ge- 
meral converfation concerning the Britifh constitution ? 

S. J am not aware of them at prefeat. 


- 


F. You 
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F. Yow have héard people talk in the higheft firains of our 
excellent conftitution, our nr confitution ? 

S. I have. 

- F. Ought we not to diftinguith between abfolute: and com- 
parative perfection. The Britith conftitution has a compara 
tive perfection ; for compared with other governments it is the 
beft : but'as fome things are incorporated in it, which are not 
congenial to its nature, it has not abfolute perfection, for it is 
capable of improvement. I could mention a few inftances. 

S. I believe fo. 

F. Have you not alfo heard people talk at large about the 
framing of our conftitution, as if all our anceftors met in one 
large plain at one time, and all cool, deliberate, and difin- 
terefted, formed the prefent fyftem of government? Others 
again talk as if all our immunities proceeded from the conde- 
fcenfion and benevolence of our princes. Both forts difcover 
grofs ignorance. Our conftitution, like our language, is a 
finenefs produced by the frition. of contending interefts, and 
we ought to afcribe the delicacy and elegance ,of it to provi . 
denee working by time, and a courfe of events. 

§. So I think indeed. 

F. Have not you feen enthufiafts to the wjfdom of our an- 
ceftors? The wifdom of our anceftors renounced paganifm ; . 
but it was their folly that eftablithed popery. The wifdom of 
our anceftors built houfes ; but it was the folly of the lords of 
caftles, that made dens and dungeons in them. The wifdom 
of our anceftors induced them to travel ; but it was the wifdom 
of the moderns that made good roads. 

S. Weare then to fuppofe, that our anceftors, like other 
peoples ancefwrs, had fome wifdom and fome folly, or fome 
weaknefs that could fot give their wifdom effect. 

F. You fay right. It would not be fair in our fucceffors to 
judge of our political wifdom by our actions, for we know many 
good things which we have no power to bring to pafs; but 
which future and happier ages will congratulate themfelves for 

difcovering, 
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difcovering, only becaufe they can nee thels knowledge to - 


practice. 

S. I heard a gentleman fay, one day, that he confi dered the 
whole duration of the world as feventy, the ufual duration of . 
the life of man. 







Ta- 
as : F. And what age did he fay the world had now attained? 
hel _§. About fixteen. & 





F. I hardly think fo much, for, like little ona we have 
not left off fighting yet. However, it will foon be.over with 
us, let us live happy while we are in it. 












the 
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For THE PHILANTHROPIST. 





JOSEPH GERRALD. 


From the calm and peaceful fhades of retirement, will I 
again return to thofe bufy feenes; not to hail thy pleafing, thy 
inftructive converfe, but to mingle with thy memory, that 
parting tear, that fteals in filence down my cheek, that un- 
mans my foul, and dares pay that tribute to your amiable qua- 
lities and learning, fuch unfhaken integrity, fuch exalted ta- 
lents deferve. 

Unconnetted with Party, I breathe only the pure emotions 
of a foul that difdains to ftoop to local prejudices on one hand; 
or to! bafk in that influence which will empoifon the princi- 
ples of virtue on the other: I embrace every Man as a Friend, 
every, Man as a Brother: But alas! muft I not participate with 
thofe of my Countrymen, who moft lament the ill-fraught 
hour that deprives us of your talents—perhaps for ever! Muft 
I not deplore the fate of that Man, who, raifing fuperior to 
every fordid paffion, and attuated by the nobleft motives, 
dared to affert the Liberties of Britons; to advocate their 
caufe ; and plunge into the fiery ordeal of Legal Iniquity to 
fnatch 
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fnatch'them from the impending form that threatens otis pe The vi 


to devoted Albion. 


Oh! my countrymen! would you unite in | dhe common caufe, 


fubfide in your bofoms the various conftiGing paffions that tear 


afunder the bonds of amity, and reconcile yourfelves as men’ 
who feel your native independence, and the caufe of virtue to _ 


be one; then might the jarring interefts of every rank in fociety 
confpire for the welfare of our regenerated country ; freedom 


would be cherifhed under the foftering protection of Peace tri. 
‘umphant, and the blood of our‘anceftors would not have flowed’ 


40 vain. 


Then fhould we-not not fee, ‘‘ a bleeding Member of Society 
torn from that country we love,” as a dark affaffin, who fought 
to give a morta] flab to that Conftitution which in its purity he 
tevered; asa public difturber of that order and individual fe. 
curity it was his fulleft with to preferve;.and as the bafeft, 
and moft blood-thirfty of mankind, the Man whofe bofom ever 
expanded with benevolence to alleviate the wants and miferics 
of his fellow-creatures. 


But GErRALD, the calumnies of thy enemies can never tars 


nifh the unfading wreath you have acquired in that caufe where 
Sydney bled! where Hampden fell!—With them will you be 
immortalized ; and though the rude elements confpire with the 
infatiable, the unrelenting vengeance of man, to bear you to 
the dreary fhores of New Holland, ftill will a lafting remem- 
brance of your virtuous perfeverance be engraven on the hearts 
of every honeft man; the lifping babe will Jearn to execrate 
your oppreffors ; the Widow, Sire, and Orphan, to mourf your 
Jofs ; yet fhall the Trump of Fame refound from every thore 
of Britain, and future generations re-echo with adoration ‘the 
names of thofe who fubmitted rather to be “ The laft of Free- 
men than the firft of flaves.” 


BRITISH INDIGNATION, 


The 
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The very extraordinary Dream of me CHARLES BULL, 





Sergeant in the Oxford. Militia. Sorts | 





s 





I THOUGHT I found myfelf in Hyde Park, where was 
affembled a vatt concourfe of people. “In the midft of this mob 
was ercéted a large fcaffold, at the one end of which appeared 
the Right Honorable Mefits. Pitt and Dunpas, dreffed in 
deep mourning, and each kneeling upon a coffin. The former. 
was attended by Mr. Wilberforce in the habit of a clergyman 
—in his left hand he held a prayer book, and in his right a 
white handkerchief ; his countenance bore upon. it ftrong fymp- 
toms of a mind extremely agonized—he prayed fervently, ang 
wept bitterly: Mr. Dundas was attended by the Right Ho- 
norable Edmund Burke, the latter was invefted with the order 
of Fefus, and, with a pious fympathy, was confeffing the former. 
Mr. Burke feemed to furvey the /winifh multitude, who fur- : 
rounded him, with a fudlime and philefophic contempt, as if 
he dreaded not the cffeéts of their vengence, but placed his af- 
fe&tions on things above—THEIR REACH. At about twelve 
or fourteen yards diftance were alfo placed upon the feaffuld 
His Grace the Duke of Portland, the Lord High Chancellor, 
and Mr. Secretary Wyndham, each with a mufquet—thefe 
three illuftrious chara@ters had been felec?ed by the imperious 
leader of this mob (who affumed the title of Major John Bull) 
‘to fire at their two Right Honorable friends firft mentioned, 
purfuant to the fentence pafled on them by a military commiffion, 
by which they had. been tried and convicted, upon the cleareft 
evidence, of having, with wicked, felonious, and traitorous 
intent, confpired to encreafe, and of having actually in- 
creafed, moft enormoufly, the prices of all forts of provifions 
and neceffaries of life, to the great diftrefs and mifery of the 
. worthy family of Bull——Mr. Pitt having afked his friend 
Dundas, if be was ready,-and having been anfwered in the 
affirmative, gave the fignal by dropping his handkerchief, 
whereupon 
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whereupon the three noble perfons appointed to execute the 
awful fentence (who appeared much terrified), 1 levelled and ¢ 

charged their mufquets.. Mr. Pitt fell and inftantly expired 

but—Mr. Dundas dying hard, the Major direSted a fecond 
_difcharge, which put aperiod to his exiftence.—T he horror bj 


this fpectacle, caufed in me a moft violent agitation which te 
minated my dream. 








For the PHILANTHROPIST. 





* Whofoever diggeth a pit for others fhall fall into it himfelf.’’ 


A VERY few months fince, the avowed plin ‘of this 96. 
vernment was to frarve the French nation. This humane plan 
id not fuceeed againtt that country, but whoever confiders the 
prefent fituation of Great-Britain, may, without being accufed 
of entertaining idle apprehenfidns, feel fome fears for thir 
Bread has fearcely ever been at fo high a price fince the cor 
mencement of the century ; in many of the provinces, a wort 
has been difcovered in the wheat, which very mach diminifhes 
its produce. The harvefts of America, which ufed to fapply 
our deficiencies, have been foreftalled by Fratice, at a higlie 

price than we can pay for them.—The lawlefs infolence of de ef 


\ pots has not only deftroyed the harveffs, but ruined the Seelln 


time of Poland, once the Granary of Euitope.—The ferti 


“fields of Belgium are laid wafte. We have been. feeding 
64,000 Germans on the continent for fome time paft. It isa 
“¥aGt, that one great corn dealer in the city has received upwards 
“Of fifty letters from his cofrefpondents on the continent, declar- 


ig they cannot fulfill his orders, Such are fome of the bléffed 
effedts of the  férefight of our Minifters ; yet much as fuch con- 
du may merit retaliation, let us hope that Providence wi 


‘not vific their fins upon the people, by adding 'to our pragees 


ferings, the dreadful evil of. femniner. 
as 


